family, heritage,
authenticity

47 years of family winemaking
Founded in 1972 by David S. Stare, Dry Creek Vineyard was the first new winery in the
Dry Creek Valley following Prohibition. Dave’s vision to start a winery modeled after a Loire Valley
château reintroduced the world to the wines of northern Sonoma County. Dry Creek Vineyard proudly
carries the legacy as Dry Creek Valley’s namesake winery and the flagship of our renowned
winegrowing region. Today, his daughter Kim Stare Wallace continues to build on these established
traditions while innovating for the future. With the second generation firmly at the helm,
the stewardship and future of Dry Creek Vineyard has never been brighter.

Family Owned and Sustainably Farmed Since 1972

dry creek vineyard

1972

history

what others are saying

outstanding accolades

First winery built in Dry Creek Valley
after Prohibition, revitalizing region’s wine
industry

Top 100 Winery in the World

First to plant Sauvignon Blanc in the
Dry Creek Valley

2017 Fumé Blanc – Editor’s Choice

1983

Initiated Dry Creek Valley AVA status
and first to label a wine with the Dry
Creek Valley appellation

First winery to use the term “ Meritage”
on a label to describe a Bordeaux-style
blend

2013 The Mariner – 90 Points
2015 Cabernet Sauvignon – 90 Points
2013 Endeavour Cabernet Sauvignon – 93 points

First to coin the term “ Ol d
Vine Zinfandel ”

First to rel ease Zinfandel from
“ Heritage” vines

First to introduce sustainabl e agricul ture in Cal ifornia

Transition from 1st to
2nd generation

dry creek vineyard

who we are

2015
2016

Received sustainable winery and vineyard
certification

Selected as Wine & Spirits Magazine Top
100 Winery

Official Wine of the Louis Vuitton
America’s Cup Worl d Series Races in
New York and Chicago

2019

2016 Heritage Vines Zinfandel – 90 Points

Introduced first l abel
featuring a sail boat

2014 2007 1998 1997 1987 1 9 8 5

1982

Introduced Sonoma County's
first Fumé Blanc

Cel ebrating 47 Years of Famil y
Winemaking

Appellation

Dry Creek Valley, Sonoma County, California

Vineyard &
Winemaking
Philosophy

As one of the last truly private, family-owned iconic
wineries, we are firmly committed to producing
appellation focused, varietal defining wines. We
carefully manage our 185 acres of sustainable
vineyards throughout the growing season to ensure
the highest standards of quality for each vintage.

Wines
Produced

Dry Chenin Blanc, Fumé Blanc, Sauvignon Blanc,
Chardonnay, Heritage Vines Zinfandel,
Old Vine Zinfandel, Cabernet Sauvignon, Meritage,
The Mariner, Merlot, Endeavour Cabernet Sauvignon.

“Our goal is to remain an iconic, family-owned, heritage brand reﬂecting the true essence of Sonoma County.”
Kim Stare Wallace - President
3770 Lambert Bridge Road | Healdsburg, CA 95448 | 800-864-9463 | drycreekvineyard.com

2017 D RY C HENIN B LANC – C LARKSBURG
HISTORY
We are proud to have produced Dry Chenin Blanc each and every year since our family winery
was founded in 1972. For nearly 30 years our Chenin Blanc has come from the Clarksburg
appellation in the Sacramento Delta. The Wilson Ranch vineyard has consistently provided
us with delicious fruit that expresses our Loire Valley-inspired roots. It is the perfect aperitif
wine, extremely versatile and food friendly, making it one of our most beloved wines.

GROWING SEASON
The 2017 growing season started off with record-setting rainfalls that were much appreciated
after almost five years of drought. As flowering started, foggy and windy days, as well as
unusual heat spikes made for an eclectic mix of conditions. An extreme heat wave at the end
of August through the first few days of September set off a fast-paced early stretch of the
harvest. As the heatwave broke and temperatures actually fell to below normal ranges, the
pace slowed to allow the vines and our winemaking team to catch their breath. At the time
of the wildfires in October, nearly all of our lots had already been harvested. Despite the
unusual cards that nature dealt, the 2017 vintage shows excellent concentration of flavors and
outstanding varietal quality.

WINEMAKER COMMENTS
This beautiful wine is wonderfully consistent vintage after vintage. At first swirl, aromatics
of honeydew melon, white peach and Meyer lemon spring forward from the glass with notes
of orange blossom, honeysuckle and chamomile. On the palate, the wine is refreshing with
flavors of lemon, pear and mango with a hint of green apple. The mouthfeel is lively but
rich, and has a subtle creaminess. 100% stainless steel fermentation guarantees the fresh fruit
character that fans of this wine have come to appreciate over the years. This classic, Loire
Valley-style wine is excellent when paired with fresh oysters, seafood, or just about anything!

RELEASE DATE

April 2018

TOP 100 BEST BUY
Wine Enthusiast Magazine

BLEND

100% Chenin Blanc

BEST BUY
Wine & Spirits Magazine

APPELLATION

Clarksburg

HARVEST DATES

August 31 - September 8, 2017

ALCOHOL

13.0%

FERMENTATION

Stainless steel fermented at 54˚F - 61˚F for about 22 days.

2016 Vintage

RESIDUAL SUGAR 0.4%

D RY C REEK V INEYARD

PH

3.53

TA

6.2g/L

SOILS

Sandy and silty clay loam

VINE AGE

23 years

3770 L AMBERT B RIDGE R D

H EALDSBURG , CA 95448

707.433.1000

F X 707.433.5329

DRYCREEKVINEYARD.COM

2018 F UMÉ B LANC – S ONOMA C OUNTY
HISTORY
Since 1972, we have produced Fumé Blanc – a wine at the heart and soul of our family winery.
Modeled after the classic wines from the Loire Valley in France, our stainless steel fermented
Fumé Blanc is crisp, balanced and immediately drinkable. Winery founder David Stare was the
first person to plant the Sauvignon Blanc varietal in the Dry Creek Valley, against the advice of
many viticultural experts. Many years later, Sauvignon Blanc is now the most widely planted
white variety in the Dry Creek Valley, and his daughter Kim and her husband Don are proud to
carry on his legacy producing this classic, dry white wine.

GROWING SEASON
Following a long growing season characterized by cooler than normal temperatures throughout
the spring and summer, the 2018 harvest started 5-8 days later than the past several years.
The milder temperatures afforded the luxury of a longer hang time for the grapes, allowing
them to fully mature while retaining a high level of acidity. Overall, the harvest was plentiful
with some vineyards producing higher than average quantities. The season ended with the ideal
combination of warm days and cooler nights which enabled the high quality of grapes to thrive
while developing complexity and nuance.

WINEMAKER COMMENTS
Our 47th vintage of Fumé Blanc is a beautiful wine that emanates the classic Dry Creek Vineyard
“house” style of Sauvignon Blanc. At first swirl, aromatics of lime, mandarin orange, pineapple
and white peach leap forward from the glass with nuances of honeysuckle, jasmine and white
pepper. On the palate, the wine is bright and refreshing with flavors of lemon, lime, melon and
lemongrass with underlying minerality. This wine is mouthwatering and delicious with lovely
intensity and a clean, pure finish.

2017 Vintage
90 Points
California Grapevine

RELEASE DATE

February 2019

Triple Gold, Best of Class
Dan Berger’s International
Wine Competition

BLEND

100% Sauvignon Blanc

APPELLATION

Sonoma County

HARVEST DATES

August 31 - September 24, 2018

ALCOHOL

13.5%

FERMENTATION

Stainless steel fermented at an average of 52˚F
for about 22 - 34 days.

BRIX

Average 22.8

PH

3.18

TA

7.8g/L

SOILS

Sandy loam

VINE AGE

Average 6+ years

YIELDS

5 tons per acre

Double Gold
SF Chronicle Wine Competition

D RY C REEK V INEYARD
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2018 SAUVIGNON BLANC – DRY CREEK VALLEY
HISTORY
This delicious 100% Dry Creek Valley Sauvignon Blanc reflects the vision of the second
generation. Crafted from several distinct vineyard sites, this new blend incorporates 15%
Sauvignon Musqué and 9% Sauvignon Gris. The Sauvignon Musqué provides a vibrant and
juicy weight to the palate. Just as some of the finest chateaux in Bordeaux use Sauvignon Gris,
we also love the texture this varietal provides to the final blend. In expressing the Dry Creek
Valley’s unique terroir, this beautiful wine displays pungent, racy aromas and a full-bodied
mouthfeel.

GROWING SEASON
Following a long growing season characterized by cooler than normal temperatures throughout
the spring and summer, the 2018 harvest started 5-8 days later than the past several years.
The milder temperatures afforded the luxury of a longer hang time for the grapes, allowing
them to fully mature while retaining a high level of acidity. Overall, the harvest was plentiful
with some vineyards producing higher than average quantities. The season ended with the ideal
combination of warm days and cooler nights which enabled the high quality of grapes to thrive
while developing complexity and nuance.

WINEMAKER COMMENTS
This delicious wine incorporates small amounts of Sauvignon Musqué and Sauvignon Gris
which adds a layer of depth and a fleshy, full-bodied mouthfeel. At first swirl, this wine presents
tropical aromas of pineapple, passionfruit, melon and candied lemon. On the palate, flavors
of lemon curd, guava, tangerines and nectarine come through with a slightly creamy, but lively
finish. Stainless steel fermentation was supplemented with small amounts of chestnut, acacia
and French oak barrels adding additional character and nuance to this delicious wine. Seamless
from start to finish, this is an elegant and refined Sauvignon Blanc.

2017 Vintage
93 Points
WineReviewOnline.com
90 Points
California Grapevine
Gold Medal
Texsom International
Wine Awards

RELEASE DATE March 2019
BLEND

76% Sauvignon Blanc, 15% Sauvignon Musqué, 9% Sauvignon Gris

APPELLATION

Dry Creek Valley

HARVEST DATES August 31 - September 25, 2018
ALCOHOL

14.1%
84% stainless steel fermented at an average of 52˚F for about 24 days,

FERMENTATION 16% barrel fermented at average of 62°F for 12 days in 9% acacia, 5%
neutral French oak and 3% chestnut barrels.

D RY C REEK V INEYARD

BRIX

Average 23.7

PH

3.35

TA

6.6g/L

SOILS

A combination of sand and clay soils, mostly valley floor vineyards

VINE AGE

7 - 19 years

YIELDS

About 5 tons per acre

3770 L AMBERT B RIDGE R D

H EALDSBURG , CA 95448

707.433.1000

F X 707.433.5329

DRYCREEKVINEYARD.COM

2017 H ERITAGE V INES Z INFANDEL – S ONOMA C OUNTY
HISTORY
The development of the Heritage Clone was initiated in 1982 to preserve the tradition and
“heritage” of old Zinfandel vineyards. Cuttings from a pre-Prohibition era vineyard were
grafted onto phylloxera-resistant rootstock. Then, for several years we worked diligently to
screen and propagate virus-free vines that would ultimately produce a crop. Finally, in 1997
the process concluded with a “young vine” wine with “old vine” Zinfandel characteristics,
reminiscent of turn of the century heirloom vines. Today, Heritage Vines Zinfandel represents
the standard for delicious, well balanced Zinfandel from Sonoma County.

GROWING SEASON
The 2017 growing season started off with record-setting rainfalls after almost five years of
drought. As flowering started, foggy and windy days, as well as unusual heat spikes made for an
eclectic mix of conditions. A heat wave at the end of August set off an early stretch of harvest. As
the heatwave broke and temperatures fell to below normal ranges, the pace slowed to allow the
vines and our winemaking team to catch their breath. At the time of the wildfires in October,
nearly all of our lots had already been harvested. Despite the unusual cards that nature dealt,
the 2017 vintage shows excellent concentration of flavors and outstanding varietal quality.

WINEMAKER COMMENTS
This vintage presents enticing aromatics of dried cranberry and boysenberry with hints of
cocoa powder, nutmeg, dried sage and cedar. On the palate, brambly flavors of blackberry
and black cherry come forward with bright acidity complimented by deeper notes of dark
chocolate, espresso and black pepper. The tannins are silky and smooth to lend a round, rich
mouthfeel. From start to finish, this remarkable wine offers refreshing acidity paired with
excellent structure and a round, rich mouthfeel.
2016 Vintage
90 Points
Wine Spectator Magazine
90 Points
Wine Enthusiast Magazine
Triple Gold
Dan Berger’s International
Wine Competition

D RY C REEK V INEYARD

RELEASE DATE

February 2019

BLEND

77% Zinfandel, 21% Petite Sirah, 2% Carignane

APPELLATION

Sonoma County

HARVEST DATES

August 31 - September 23, 2017

ALCOHOL

14.8%

FERMENTATION

Average 12 - 14 days in fermenters at 82°F - 88°F;
pumped over twice daily.

BARREL AGING

14 months in French, American and Hungarian oak; 22% new oak

BRIX

Average 25.3

PH

3.69

TA

6.3g/L

SOILS

Clay loam

VINE AGE

22 - 110+ years

YIELDS

Approximately 3 to 6 tons per acre

3770 L AMBERT B RIDGE R D

H EALDSBURG , CA 95448

707.433.1000

F X 707.433.5329

DRYCREEKVINEYARD.COM

2017 CABERNET SAUVIGNON – DRY CREEK VALLEY
HISTORY
The Dry Creek Valley is an undiscovered gem, producing some of the finest Cabernet Sauvignon
in California. Primarily known for Zinfandel, the valley has almost as much Cabernet Sauvignon
planted. Our region’s unique terroir provides just the right growing conditions. A perfect
microclimate, we are blessed with long days of vibrant sunshine and cool foggy evenings allowing
for exquisitely ripened Cabernet Sauvignon grapes. Bright cherry fruit framed by floral and spice
elements create wines that speak to the distinctive soil and growing conditions in our appellation.

GROWING SEASON
The 2017 growing season started off with record-setting rainfalls that were much appreciated
after almost five years of drought. As flowering started, foggy and windy days, as well as unusual
heat spikes made for an eclectic mix of conditions. An extreme heat wave at the end of August
through the first few days of September set off a fast-paced early stretch of the harvest. At the time
of the wildfires in October, nearly all of our lots had already been harvested. Despite the unusual
cards that nature dealt, the 2017 vintage shows excellent concentration of flavors and outstanding
varietal quality.

WINEMAKER COMMENTS
This impeccable Cabernet Sauvignon initially displays lively aromatics of black cherry, black
currant and dried cranberry. Additional airing reveals nuances of dried flowers, nutmeg, white
pepper and cedar. The palate is full-bodied and rich with elegant flavors of ripe raspberry, black
currant and fresh boysenberry with notes of cocoa powder, bay leaf, sage and sweet pipe tobacco.
The wine is complex and youthful, with bright fruit characters and vibrant spice. It offers intensity
and richness and reflects the terroir of Dry Creek Valley beautifully.

91 Points, Best Buy
Wine & Spirits

DRY CREEK VINEYARD

RELEASE DATE

September 2019

BLEND

80% Cabernet Sauvignon, 15% Merlot, 2% Cabernet Franc,
2% Malbec, 1% Petit Verdot

APPELLATION

Dry Creek Valley

HARVEST DATES

September 16 - October 13, 2017

ALCOHOL

14.5%

FERMENTATION

10 - 15 days in fermenters at 85˚F; pumped over twice daily.

BARREL AGING

17 months in French oak; 30% new oak

BRIX

Average 26.4

PH

3.67

TA

6.5g/L

SOILS

Benchland, rolling eastern hills and western mountain sites

VINE AGE

15 - 27 years

YIELDS

3.2 tons per acre

3770 LAMBERT BRIDGE RD

HEALDSBURG, CA 95448

707.433.1000

FX 707.433.5329

DRYCREEKVINEYARD.COM

2014 T HE M ARINER – D RY C REEK V ALLEY
HISTORY
Beginning with the 2004 vintage, we proudly introduced an exciting new proprietary blend to
our lineup of wines. We called this wine “The Mariner” because just as a mariner navigates his
ship, so too must a winemaker navigate his way through a vintage. This wine is the culmination
of years spent working with different vineyards in the Dry Creek Valley, including our own
estate DCV9 Endeavour property. The Mariner represents our vision to produce the finest
Meritage wine from the Dry Creek Valley using the five noble Bordeaux varieties.

GROWING SEASON
An extremely dry winter began the 2014 growing season, giving us year number three of the
drought. Unusually warm days in January and February were cause for concern. However,
rain came in March and April at just the right time to recharge the ground water for the early
growing season. Warm dry weather extended into summer, with very few heat spikes and ideal
growing conditions. Harvest came fast and early with ripe flavors at sugar levels lower than
normal. The fruit tasted beautiful as it came into the winery. Harvest finished earlier than
normal and in December 2014, the winery had almost 20 inches of rain in two weeks - a
welcome relief for the dry vineyards!

WINEMAKER COMMENTS
The grapes for this delicious Bordeaux-inspired blend come from several of our most prized
estate and hillside vineyards in the Dry Creek Valley. At first swirl, the wine displays aromas of
blueberry, vanilla and cherries. Several more minutes reveal hints of clove, cinnamon, black
licorice and mocha characters. The palate has dark berry flavors along with cedar sweetness and
cassis. It finishes with black pepper, boysenberry and a hint of barrel spice. Good acidity will
help this wine to age beautifully for years to come.
2013 Vintage
90 Points
Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate

RELEASE DATE

November 2018

90 Points
Wine & Spirits Magazine

BLEND

69% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12% Petit Verdot, 9% Merlot,
8% Malbec, 2% Cabernet Franc

APPELLATION

Dry Creek Valley

HARVEST DATES

September 12 – October 1, 2014

ALCOHOL

14.5%

FERMENTATION

Average 9 - 17 days in fermenters at 82˚F; pumped over twice daily.

BARREL AGING

19 months in French and Hungarian oak, 40% new oak

BRIX

Average 25.2

PH

3.64

TA

6.1g/L

SOILS

Hillside vineyards with gravelly soil, iron rich

VINE AGE

20+ years

YIELDS

2 - 3 tons per acre

D RY C REEK V INEYARD
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